December 12, 2014

| wish him, his wife Jenny . . . a former
naval aviator, and his children Charlie and
Louise the best of luck as they continue their
journey together as a Navy family. It was an
honor and a pleasure having him serve on my
staff. We all can sleep soundly at night know-
ing that men and women like Lieutenant Com-
mander Eric Bromley are members of our all-
volunteer force and they stand ready to de-
fend our country and take the fight to our en-
emies; far away from their families and the
comforts of the United States of America. |
wish you the best of luck to you and may God
bless you, your family, and all the Sailors you
are charged with leading. Eric, you will be
missed, thank you for a job well done! Fair
winds and following seas!

———

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF DAVID SCHNITTGER

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 12, 2014

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
pay tribute to a dedicated public servant,
David M. Schnittger of the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

David will be leaving the Office of the
Speaker shortly after two decades of distin-
guished service to the people’s House. He has
performed his duties with unparalleled skill
and devotion. | am honored to have this op-
portunity to record his service for posterity.

Like me, David was born and raised in
Southwest Ohio and graduated from Arch-
bishop Moeller High School. He volunteered
on my first campaign for Congress in 1990
while he was attending the University of Day-
ton, where he graduated with a degree in eco-
nomics and political science.

Since officially becoming a member of my
staff in 1994, David has served as both press
secretary and chief of staff for my office serv-
ing Ohio’s Eighth District. In addition, he
served as communications director for the
House Committee on Education and the Work-
force during my tenure as chairman.

Since 2006, he has served as deputy chief
of staff in the Office of the Majority Leader, Of-
fice of the Minority Leader, and Office of the
Speaker. As one of my most trusted advisers,
he has overseen communications, speech-
writing, outreach, and special events oper-
ations.

This biography, while impressive, does not
do justice to the sheer breadth of David’s con-
tributions. It is not enough to say he enjoys
the respect and admiration of his colleagues.
He has inspired generations of staff who will
always cherish his wisdom and strive to emu-
late his example of loyalty and integrity to the
last. He has served as the beating heart of
this operation he helped build. These are irre-
placeable things.

On behalf of the people’s House—and on
behalf of Boehnerland, from West Chester to
Springfield to Troy to Washington, DC—I
thank David for his service. | send our love to
his wife Stephanie, and their five beautiful chil-
dren: Ella, Kayla, Julia, Andrew, and Cecilia.

This House, especially this Speaker, owes
an immeasurable debt of gratitude to the
Schnittger family.
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Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
this important appropriations measure to keep
our government funded and open, but | also
rise to encourage my colleagues on our side
of the aisle and address many of the concerns
| have heard.

In July of this year, this House, our side of
the aisle, passed a border security bill focused
on protecting our borders from illegal entries,
building facilities at the border to hold illegal
entrants at the point of crossing, increasing
the amount of immigration law judges and
tele-courtrooms that allow undocumented indi-
viduals to be adjudicated close to the border
instead of being provided travel to courts
around the nation, and authorizing our Na-
tional Guard to respond to the spike in illegal
border crossings.

This House passed that measure. The Sen-
ate refused to consider it. The President would
not sign it.

Last week, this House, our side of the aisle,
passed legislation declaring null and void the
President’s recent Executive Order granting
temporary amnesty to millions who have bro-
ken our laws. | was proud to be a cosponsor
of that legislation.

This House passed that measure. The Sen-
ate refused to consider it. The President would
not sign it.

After the President's Executive Order, doz-
ens of us, including myself, sent a letter ask-
ing the leadership of the House Appropriations
Committee to attach a provision to this bill de-
claring that none of the funds provided to the
Administration may be used to implement the
President’s amnesty order. But the Senate re-
fuses to consider it. The President will not sign
it.

The numbers today are simply not on our
side. And our only remaining recourse is to
shut down the government—a tactic that |
cannot support, that | said | would not support
when | was elected, and | intend to keep my
word. This is a tactic that | believe is terribly
wrong for our country, for our economy and
for private sector jobs throughout the country.

And so today we should say to the Amer-
ican people, “The President, the Senate, they
must own their legacy. And this House must
own ours.”

So what is our legacy today on this side of
this aisle? It is a legacy of fighting for Con-
stitutional principles, adherence to the rule of
law and separation of powers ordained by our
founders, and it is a legacy that today includes
a good appropriations bill that is right for the
country, and frankly, right for conservatives.

The bill we pass today:

1. Prohibits any funding for the president’s
Race to the Top Education program, better
known throughout the country as Common
Core;

2. Slashes the budget of the Internal Rev-
enue Service and prohibits the agency from
targeting non-profit groups based on political
or ideological affiliations;

3. Reins in the Environmental Protection
Agency’s plans to reach further into our local
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communities with regulations opposed by
mayors, homeowners, businesses, and agri-
culture interests;

4. Maintains critical pro-life protections pre-
venting tax dollars from being used for abor-
tion related services;

5. Cuts Obamacare’s Independent Payment
Advisory Board which uses price controls to
impact available care to patients;

6. Prohibits the transfer of Guantanamo Bay
prisoners to prisons here in the United States;
and,

7. It prohibits Department of Justice pro-
grams like Fast & Furious.

And most importantly, this bill represents a
continued dramatic rollback of our federal
budget. This bill spends approximately $1.1
trillion on federal activities, down from approxi-
mately $1.4 ftrillion just five years ago. This
budget is lower than we have seen in years
and represents a historic downturn in spend-
ing—all at the hands of Republicans in Con-
gress. Recall that the President submitted his
budget proposal at the beginning of this year
and it was resoundingly rejected by both the
House and the Senate, including rejection by
many members of his own party. This is our
budget now, and it is a budget we should sup-
port.

This budget prioritizes the right programs for
federal spending. It funds our men and women
in uniform with the tools and technology they
need to safely combat threats around the
globe. It provides increased funding to the
Veterans Affairs Administration to decrease
wait times for benefit applicants. It wisely in-
vests in targeted medical research to address
Alzheimer’s, cancer, and pediatric sub-special-
ties.

Finally, and let's be very clear here, this leg-
islation allows us to combat the President’s
Executive Order on amnesty from a much
stronger position in a matter of weeks.

We don’t have the votes today in the Sen-
ate to overturn the President’'s amnesty order.
That is the reality. There is no means to get
a measure even to the President's desk for
him to veto. We simply don’t have the votes
in the Democrat-controlled chamber on the
other side of this Capitol. It would be short-
sighted for us to convince ourselves otherwise
and proceed listlessly down a path to what
would only lead to a government shutdown—
a shutdown that would break the faith of the
American people who have entrusted us with
the responsibility to govern.

But we will, beginning January 6. In mere
weeks, we will have a Senate controlled by
conservatives who can join with this body, this
side of the aisle, and continue our legacy of
fighting for Constitutional convictions over
Constitutional compromise.

Let us today embrace these critically impor-
tant incremental conservative successes in
this appropriations bill—successes that reflect
our view of government—and let us then re-
turn to this body in only a few weeks with our
new Senate colleagues to continue the fight
on behalf of the American people. We can
then lay on the President’s desk legislation
that challenges his Executive Order and asks
him to defend what we all believe is an intel-
lectually dishonest interpretation of his author-
ity under Article Il of the Constitution.

Colleagues, | urge your support.
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